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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ASEAN 

SUBJECT: US-ASEAN DIALOGUE 

REF: (A) KUALA LUMPUR 2784 (B) JAKARTA 4500 

(C) MANILA 5217 (D) STATE 83994 

1 . A GOVERNMENT OF MALAYSIA REPRESENTATIVE HAS NOTED THAT 
THE PROPOSED DATES OF JULY 24-25 FOR THE SECOND US-ASEAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CONSULTATIONS MAY CONFLICT WITH THE NON-ALIGNED NATIONS 
MEETING SCHEDULED FOR BELGRADE ON JULY 24-28 (SEE REF. A). 

IT IS UNCLEAR WHETHER ASEAN GOVERNMENTS AT THE MINISTERIAL 
LEVEL SHARE THIS CONCERN (THE ONLY REPORT WE HAVE IS IN 
REFTEL) OR WHETHER IT IS ANOTHER MANIFESTATION OF LOWER 
LEVEL CONCERNS WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED PREVIOUSLY. IT IS ALSO 
UNCLEAR WHETHER THE CONCERN RELATES TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
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SOME OF THE SAME MINISTERS MIGHT NEED TO BE AT TWO PLACES 
ON THE SAME DATES OR TO THE SYMBOLIC CONFLICT OF ASEAN 
MEETING WITH THE UNITED STATES AT THE SAME TIME AS THE NAN 
IS MEETING. 


2. ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO EXPLORE IN LOW-KEY 
FASHION WHERE HOST GOVERNMENT THINKING PRESENTLY STANDS 
ON DATES. LEVEL AND INDIVIDUAL REPRESENTATIVES - PARTIC- 
ULARLY WHICH MINISTRIES FOR US-ASEAN DIALOGUE. WE ASSUME 
AND HOPE THAT APRIL 20 STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING WILL 
GIVE US DEFINITIVE AND OFFICIAL RESPONSE TO OUR INVITATION 
TO A MINISTERIAL LEVEL MEETING. IF THE NAN MEETING SHOULD 
PROVE TO BE A REAL PROBLEM, YOU MAY INFORM HOST GOVERN- 
MENTS THAT WE WOULD CONSIDER JULY 2-21 OR AUGUST 3-4 AS 
ALTERNATE DATES. CHRISTOPHER 
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